Bushrod Moot Court Tournament Tip Sheet
Spring 2010
Procedure

1. Know the tournament rules.

2. Do NOT discuss the problem with anyone.

3. Direct questions about procedure to Amanda Bosson (abbosson@wm.edu).
4. Practice, practice, practice!

Style

1. Dress as professionally as possible (i.e., a suit).
2. Relax and avoid fidgeting.  Avoid twirling paper clips, pens, etc.
3. Be aware of your hand gestures.  
4. Maintain eye contact and avoid reading.  
5. Avoid writing complete sentences on your notes if it will cause you to read.
6. Project and speak slowly.
7. If arguing as Petitioner and choose to reserve rebuttal time, don’t forget to ask!  Request reserve time after your introduction and before you begin your argument.
8. Show proper deference to the Court and opposing counsel.  E.g., refer to the judge as “Your Honor,” stop speaking immediately when the judge interrupts you, etc.
9. Consider the use of a manila folder for your argument notes.
Form

1. Know the facts of the case at bar and the underlying cases.  You may be asked to distinguish the facts of the cases from one another.
2. Ask if the judges would like a brief recitation of the facts.
3. State your roadmap early in your argument.  Work to follow it as best you can.
4. Be responsive to questions.
5. Attempt to create smooth transitions between your responses to questions from the bench and the roadmap you are following.
6. Avoid repetitive, ad hominem attacks.
7. If speaking when your time ends, pause and request permission to continue.
