Top 10 Misconceptions About the Bushrod Moot Court Tournament.

#1.  I have to write an appellate brief.

Answer: No, you do NOT have to write an appellate brief.  The Bushrod Moot Court Tournament consists solely of oral arguments.  No one will ever see your written preparation materials!

#2.  I’m going on the SBA Ski Trip, so I won’t have time to prepare.

Answer: You’ll definitely have time to prepare.  The first round starts on Monday, 1/25, so that you have plenty of time to recover & prepare!

#3.  It’s too much work.

Answer: No way!  You’ve survived law school so far – you can handle reading some cases. You do that for class, anyway. 

#4.  I don’t want to be a litigator, so Moot Court is pointless.

Answer: Moot Court teaches skills that are helpful for ALL legal careers, not just litigators.  Analyzing cases, creating a coherent argument, and speaking extemporaneously are valuable skills for all lawyers.

#5.  Legal Skills will teach me all I need to know about appellate advocacy.

Answer: There’s much more to appellate advocacy than you’ll learn in Legal Skills.  Moot Court will hone your issue spotting, case application, and oral advocacy skills.


#6.  I didn’t do any work over break so there’s no way I can be prepared to start arguing in time.
Answer: Sure you can!  This isn’t brain surgery.  Spend a couple hours 
reading the problem, be aware of the cases, and just do the best you can.   

#7.  I’m interested in writing onto a journal, so I can’t do 
Moot Court.

Answer: You can do a journal and Moot Court.  Many members of the Moot Court Team are also members of Law Review, Bill of Rights Journal, ELPR, 
and JOWL . . . and the Trial Team, the Federalist Society, 
intramural sports, religious groups, etc.
#8.  Employers don’t care about Moot Court.

Answer: Absolutely not true!  Moot Court shows employers that you can formulate an argument, speak extemporaneously, and think on your feet.  Employers love these skills.

If you make the team, you could put Moot Court on your resume for job searching this spring.
#9.  Moot Court doesn’t look like a good time.

Answer: Moot Court is fun!  You get to think about real legal issues.  You get 
to travel to fun places, expenses paid, with your friends on the team, to argue these issues.  And no cite checks!
#10.  I’m not eligible to participate in the Bushrod Tournament.

Answer: If you’re a 1L or a 2L, you are eligible. And it’s not too late to sign up.

   ** Interested? Email Amanda at abbosson@wm.edu **








